
 

Introduction

About Appetizer

Appetizer is a free application launcher, or dock, for Windows. It allows organizing and launching your 
applications and other shortcuts into a convenient dock. The app is skinable and entirely customizable.

Additionally, the application supports the PortableApps.com format. So if you use Appetizer on a 
removable drive in the PortableApps.com format, the application will detect it and automatically import 
all your applications along with the 'Documents', 'Videos', 'Music' and 'Pictures' folders.

Features

• Support for multiple skins 
• Support for plugins 
• Resizable dock, which allows displaying the icons both horizontally or vertically. 
• Three sizes of icons: Small, large and extra-large 
• Support for custom icons 
• 'Wizard' to automatically imports shortcuts from various locations 
• Organize the icons by drag & dropping them 
• 'Multi-launch' functionality 
• Regroup multiple shortcuts within one menu 
• Hot key to hide / show the dock 
• Special items to provide extra functionalities: hide / show the desktop, Recycle Bin, Control 

Panel, etc. 
• Support for multiple languages 
• Minimize to tray icon functionality 

Using Appetizer
Appetizer is made to be simple and intuitive. To get more information about an icon or a button, simply 
move the mouse over it. Additionally, try right-clicking the dock in different places - certain parts of the 
application such as the icons or the icon panel provide various contextual actions.

Adding a shortcut

To add a shortcut, right-click anywhere on the icon panel and select 'New shortcut', then select a file or 
folder. Alternatively, you may also directly drag and drop a file onto the dock.

Adding a group of shortcuts

To create a group of shortcuts, right-click anywhere on the icon panel, select 'New group', give a name to 
the group, and click 'Save'. To add shortcuts to this group, click or right-click on it and select 'Organize 

http://portableapps.com/


group shortcuts'. The newly opened window display all your shortcuts in a tree-like control. You can drag 
& drop these icons to add them to the group. You can also reorder them, still by drag & dropping them. 
Once this is done, click the 'Close' button.

Adding a special items

Special items provide additional functionalities that would not be possible using a normal shortcut. The 
special items include a 'Show desktop' button, the Recycle Bin, a link to the Control Panel, etc.

To add a special item, right-click on the dock and select 'Add special item'.

Modifying, moving or deleting a group or shortcut

To change the properties of an icon, such as its name or location, right-click on it and select 'Properties'. 
To move an icon to a different location, click and drag it. To remove a shortcut, right-click on it and 
select 'Remove'.

Changing the properties of a shortcut or group

To change the properties of a shortcut or group, right-click on an icon and select 'Properties'. The 
following options are available:

• Name: The name displayed in the tooltip 
• Location: The target of the shortcut. Click on the '...' button to change it. 
• Parameters: You may also specify some additional command line arguments in this field. This 

could be a path to a file or some switches specific to the application. This field is only relevant for 
executables and is optional. 

• Icon: Click on 'Change icon' to select a custom icon. Click on 'Use default' to revert the icon to the 
default. 

Minimizing / Maximizing the dock

The dock can be minimized to the tray icon by clicking on the 'x' button. To bring it back to front, simply 
click on the tray icon. Note that this behavior can be changed in the 'Configuration' dialog

Right-click on the tray icon for additional options.

The option panel

 

The option panel pops up when you click on the big arrow button. If you move the mouse over any of its 
buttons, a tooltip will show up giving you more information.



Importing several shortcuts automatically

It is possible to automatically import shortcuts into Appetizer from various locations, including the 
Windows 'Start menu', the 'Quick Launch' toolbar, or the PortableApps folder. To do so, click on  in 
the option panel and select where you would like to import shortcuts from, then click 'Start'.

Launching several application simultaneously

Appetizer provides a functionality to launch several applications at the click of a button. This is 
equivalent to the Startup menu on Windows, except that it launches the app on your portable drive. To 
use this 'Multi-launch' group, follow these steps:

• Right-click on any icon and select 'Multi-launch group' from the context menu 
• You can add as many shortcuts as you wish 
• To trigger the 'Multi-launch' group, open the option panel and click on the 'Multi-launch' button: 

 

Plugins
Appetizer supports a plugin system that allows easily adding new functionalities and customizing the 
application to your needs.

Adding a plugin

To add a plugin, follow these steps:

• Open the Configuration dialog. 
• Open the 'Plugins' tab. 
• Click the 'Install...' button and open the plugin's .zpl package. 
• If everything went well, you should see a message saying that the plugin was successfully 

installed. However, note that it will only be active the next time Appetizer is started. 

Creating a plugin

Information on how to create a plugin is available on Appetizer's website

Configuring Appetizer
The configuration dialogue is accessible by clicking on the 'Configuration' button in the option panel. The 
description of each setting is given below:

General

• Language: Select your language here. If you wish to contribute and translate Appetizer in your 
own language, please follow this link. 

• Always on top: If this is selected the bar will always remain on top of the other windows. 
• Allow only one instance of Appetizer at a time: If this is selected, only one instance of 

Appetizer can run at a time. 

http://app.etizer.org/wiki/plugin-tutorial


• Install autorun file: Clicking this button will install an autorun file on your removable drive. This 
will allow Appetizer to automatically start when you insert the drive. However, note that in some 
instances Windows may prevent the autorun from being executed, for example for security reason 
or because the computer is set that way. 

• Check for update: Click this button to check if a new update is available. 

Appearance

• Icon size: Choose the size of the icons. 
• Orientation: The bar can be vertically or horizontally orientated. 
• Skin: Choose one of the available skins. 

Operations

• Auto-hide after launching an application: Select this option to have Appetizer hides itself each 
time you launch an application. 

• When ejecting the drive, close the apps that are locking it: If this option is selected, all the 
apps that are open on your removable drive will be closed when you click on the 'Eject' button. 

• Run multi-launch group on startup: Tick off this option to automatically run the multi-launch 
group on startup. 

• 'Close' button minimizes to System Tray: By default, the application is minimized to the 
System Tray when the 'Close' button is clicked. Tick off this option to make the 'Close' button 
actually close the app. 

• Hot key to hide / show the bar: Select the hot key to hide / show the bar. Select 'none' to disable 
it. 

Import

• Exclude these items from the import operations: Normally, when importing shortcuts using the 
import tool, all the executables are added to the dock. If you wish to exclude certain files, add 
them to this list. The item names may be specified with wildcards. Note that this list is also 
automatically populated whenever you remove a shortcut from the dock. 

Plugins

This tab displays the plugins that are currently installed along with their status.

• Enable / Disable buttons: Click these buttons to enable / disable the selected plugin. 
• Install...: Click to install a new plugin. 

Other tips

• You can resize the dock by clicking and dragging its bottom right corner. 
• You can move it by clicking anywhere on the icon panel and dragging. 
• The bar will snap to the borders of the screens as you move it. 

http://www.computerhope.com/jargon/w/wildcard.htm


Translating Appetizer
If Appetizer is not available in your own language, you can easily create your own translation. Please 
follow this link for more information.

Support and links
Official home page: http://app.etizer.org

Some information on how to create a plugin: http://app.etizer.org/wiki/plugin-tutorial

For bug reports, suggestions, comments or translations, please contact app@etizer.org

mailto:app@etizer.org
http://app.etizer.org/wiki/plugin-tutorial
http://app.etizer.org/
http://app.etizer.org/translations/
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